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About The 
SPOT

The SPOT, is a pioneering new, international event 
launched by ThinkSport, which aims to stimulate 
progress in sport by bringing together bright minds 
and fresh innovations inside and outside the industry. 
The inaugural edition of the annual two-day event will 
take place from 15 to 16 May 2018 at the SwissTech 
Convention Center in Lausanne and will focus on the 
following themes:

1. Connected Sport (New Technologies, Data 
Analytics, Connected Venues)

2. New Sport (New Trends, e-Sports Global 
Expansion, e-Sports & Sport Governing)

3. Performance & Health (Human Enhancement & 
Nutrition, New Equipment, Materials & Designs, 
Sport Innovations & Knowledge Transfer)

4. Media & Marketing (AI & Cloud, OTT & Sponsors, 
Digital Security)

The SPOT will be anything but an ordinary conference:

•  At the Marketplace and the Demo Zone, 
participants will be able to present and discover 
new products and the latest innovations;

•  Numerous networking opportunities throughout 
The SPOTwill create new cross-sector 
partnerships and projects; 

•  An untraditional conference and workshop 
format will connect participants with pioneers 
in innovation for challenging conversations and 
inspired thinking; 

•  An international start-up competition will 
promote and reward innovative new business 
ideas.

ProgrammeEvent page Speakers

https://www.thinksport.org/
http://www.thespot2018.org/
https://www.thinksport.org/en/pages/programme-6882
https://www.thinksport.org/en/pages/meet-the-speakers-6830
http://www.thespot2018.org/
http://www.thinksport.org/
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Terms and Conditions
for Media

About the Organisers, 
Partners and Supporters 
of The SPOT

Access for media wanting to cover the event will be 
free. Please register here.

At this first event of its kind to be held in the Olympic 
Capital Lausanne, media will be able to discover 
exciting products and innovations in the field of sport, 
physical activity and technology, as well as meeting 
the people behind them. Speakers, presenters and 
delegates participating in The SPOT will be from a 
wide variety of market sectors, including sports 

The SPOT is being organised jointly by ThinkSport and the SwissTech Convention Center, with the following 
academic and public partners: the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne (EPFL), the 
University of Lausanne (UNIL) and the Canton of Vaud. 

The SPOT already has many supporters, including sponsors, suppliers, media- and network partners.
Click here to find out more.

federations, businesses, clubs, incubators, start-ups, 
the academic world, NGOs and others. Given the 
unique sport ecosystem in the region, the majority of 
the delegates is expected to be from Switzerland, but 
the event will also feature a number of international 
‘Innovation Spotters’, who will provide a wide-ranging 
and global perspective to the event. ThinkSport can 
facilitate media interviews with organisers (also ahead 
of the event), speakers and delegates.

https://www.thinksport.org/
https://www.thinksport.org/en/pages/partners-6850
https://www.vd.ch/
http://www.unil.ch/central/en/home.html
http://www.unil.ch/central/en/home.html
http://www.thespot2018.org/
https://register.event-works.com/thinksport/thespot2018/e/ce/
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More About ThinkSport

About the Conference 
Location

ThinkSport is the first network that brings together 
the variety of sports-related expertise and excellence 
in Lausanne, the canton of Vaud, across Switzerland 
and beyond: from sport organisations, research and 
development institutes, educational bodies, businesses, 
health institutions, and the public sector, to international 
organisations and NGOs.
ThinkSport’s aim is to facilitate new partnerships, 
knowledge sharing, creative thinking and innovative 
projects, and in doing so, drive progress in sport. The 

The SwissTech Convention Center is one of the 
largest conference centres in the Lake Geneva region 
hosting many international events. It is a spacious, 
modern building, located at the campus of EPFL, 
Europe’s most cosmopolitan technical university with 
students, professors and staff from over 120 nations.

EPFL also hosts the EPFL Innovation Park, home 
to over 120 startups, 23 large companies and around 

ambition is to transform business silos into hubs of 
collaboration. 
The name ThinkSport aligns with the colloquial ‚think-
tank’, and reflects the spirit of this network, highlighting 
‘sport’ as the key building block of collaboration – the 
tie that brings all of the different sectors together.

20 services providers – all specialised in high tech and 
innovation.

For The SPOT, the SwissTech Convention Center will 
offer an open space with a dynamic atmosphere, where 
participants will be exposed to a wide-range of content 
and experiences all  happening at the same time. 

https://www.thinksport.org/
https://epfl-innovationpark.ch/
https://www.epfl.ch/index.en.html
https://www.stcc.ch/
http://www.thinksport.org/
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Unique Sport Ecosystem 
in the Region

Switzerland – Number 1 
in Innovation

Since Baron Pierre de Coubertin, in 1915, chose 
Lausanne as the base for the headquarters of 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC), over 
fifty international sports federations and related 
organisations have also decided to make the city their 
home.  A considerable number of academic institutions, 
corporations, associations, Fortune 500 companies 
and individuals now thrive in the area, many with a 
shared connection to, or interest in, sport. 
The idea of ThinkSport was born when its founders 
- the City of Lausanne, the Canton of Vaud, the 
Swiss Confederation and the International Olympic 

Switzerland offers a great environment for innovative minds, which is also leveraged by sport stakeholders. 
The Global Innovation Index 2017, published by Cornell University, business school INSEAD and the 
World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO), ranked Switzerland the most innovative country for the seventh 
consecutive year.
 
Moreover, Switzerland has ranked first on the World Economic Forum’s Global Competitiveness Report 
2017/2018 for the ninth consecutive year. In the latest edition the report underscored how Switzerland’s people 
and businesses are good at absorbing new technologies

Committee - looked at this unique concentration of 
different organisations, companies and individuals in 
the region linked to sport in one way or the other. 
They recognised the opportunity to support and further 
develop the international sport movement by creating 
a centre of excellence.
Many key players of this unique sport ecosystem will 
be joining The SPOT.

For good reasons Lausanne is referred to as “Olympic 
Capital”.

https://www.thinksport.org/
http://reports.weforum.org/global-competitiveness-index-2017-2018/
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2017/article_0006.html
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This is what people 
are saying about The 
SPOT…and Innovation 
in Sport

Anna Hellman, Director of ThinkSport: “We have been thrilled 
by the interest shown in The SPOT by people from all kinds of 
sectors and backgrounds. As a result, we have lined up some 
great speakers and contributors. We will continue to work hard 
to create a valuable event that brings together people of all 
different backgrounds who are keen to think outside the box. It 
is about offering different angles on various topics that will have 
an important impact on the future of sport.”

„The concept of The SPOT is pretty exciting for us. For the first 
time we will be able to meet potential investors, clients and 
other innovators in one place. And all of this will take place in 
our backyard.”

Anna Hellman, 
Director of 
ThinkSport:

Julien Moix, CEO 
of start-up ASI

https://www.thinksport.org/
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News about The SPOT:

PR, 11 December 2017:
ThinkSport to galvanise innovation in sport with ground-breaking new international event: The SPOT

PR, 30 January 2018:
The SPOT hits the mark with exceptional list of speakers and innovative programme

News, 5 February 2018: 
 In Conversation with Innovation Spotter Kim Blair, guest speaker at The SPOT 
(Senior Manager at Exponent, Inc. and former MIT Sports Innovation Programme founder)

PR, 15 February 2018: 
The SPOT to boost start-ups in sports industry

News, 1 March 2018: 
 In Conversation with Innovation Spotter Federico Winer

News, 8 March 2018: 
In Conversation with Innovation Spotter Jonathan Levene

News, 14 March 2018: 
The SPOT attracts International Federation experts

PR, 22 March 2018: 
Conference programme, more world-class speakers announced for The SPOT

News, 27 mars 2018: 
In Conversation with Innovation Spotter Daniel Marion

News, 6 April 2018: 
In Conversation with Innovation Spotter Earl Crane

https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/thinksport-to-galvanise-innovation-in-sport-with-ground-breaking-new-international-event-the-spot-6715
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/the-spot-hits-the-mark-with-exceptional-list-of-speakers-and-innovative-programme-6894
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/in-conversation-with-kim-blair-6916
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/the-spot-to-boost-start-ups-in-sports-industry-6982
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/in-conversation-with-innovation-spotter-federico-winer-7046
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/7062
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/7085
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/7127
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/7144
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/7180
https://www.thinksport.org/


Contact Us

ThinkSport

Bâtiment Synathlon
Quartier UNIL - Centre
CH-1015 Lausanne
+41 21 692 63 77
Info@ThinkSport.org

Anna Hellman – Director
anna.hellman@thinksport.org

Kevin Gabrielli – Event Organisation
kevin.gabrielli@thinksport.org

Stephane Mottaz – Marketing & Partnerships
stephane.mottaz@thinksport.org

mailto:stephane.mottaz@thinksport.org
mailto:kevin.gabrielli@thinksport.org
mailto:Anna.Hellman@ThinkSport.org
mailto:info@thinksport.org
https://www.thinksport.org/

