
media kit

May 2019



Media Kit - May 2019

About THE 
SPOT

Following the success of the inaugural sold-out edition 
last year, the international sport and innovation 
event THE SPOT will be back on 28 and 29 May 
2019 in Lausanne. The SwissTech Convention Center 
will transform into an open space with a dynamic 
atmosphere, where participants will be exposed to a 
wide range of content and experiences all happening 
at the same time. In a modern and industrial setting, 
delegates will be able to draw inspiration from many 
innovative people, ideas, products and best practices 
in the fields of sport, physical activity and technology.

The venue is located in the heart of a unique sport 
ecosystem which includes the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), more than 50 international sports 
federations, the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in 
Lausanne (EPFL) and its Innovation Park, the University 
of Lausanne (UNIL), the Smart Move academic network 
and a large number of specialised businesses and 
start-ups to name just a few. The international event is 
being organised jointly by ThinkSport, the Swiss Tech 
Convention Center, EPFL, UNIL and the Canton of Vaud.

THE SPOT will be anything but conventional:

• A conference in untraditional format will connect 
delegates with pioneers in innovation and 
generate unique conversations.

• At the Marketplace and the Demo Zone, 
participants will be able to present and discover 
new products and solutions at stands that will be 
different every day.

• A two-day start-up battle will see dozens of 
young companies go toe-to-toe, with eager 
investors looking on.

• Countless networking opportunities, including 
fun, social events, making THE SPOT a place 
where new cross-sector partnerships and 
projects are born.

Get a glimpse of THE SPOT experience here!

Programme

Partners

Speakers

News & Views

https://thespot.ch/programme/
https://thespot.ch/partners/
http://thespot2019.org
https://thespot.ch/participants/
https://thespot.ch/speakers/
https://thespot.ch/news/
https://www.thinksport.org/
http://www.thespot2018.org/
http://www.thinksport.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3xM_h4oJKE
https://www.vaud.swiss/en/
https://www.stcc.ch/
https://www.stcc.ch/
http://www.thinksport.org/
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/get-to-know-smart-move-at-the-spot-7292
https://www.unil.ch/index.html
https://www.unil.ch/index.html
https://www.epfl.ch/
https://www.epfl.ch/
http://www.olympic.org/
http://www.olympic.org/
http://www.thespot2019.org/
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Terms and Conditions
for Media

Snapshot of the First 
Edition in 2018

Access for media wanting to cover the event will be free. 
Please register here.

Media will be able to discover exciting products and 
innovations in the field of sport, physical activity and 
technology, as well as meet the people instigating 
the products and innovations. Speakers, presenters 
and delegates participating in THE SPOT will come 
from a wide variety of market sectors, including sports 
federations, clubs, businesses, incubators, start-ups, the 
academic world, NGOs and others. Given the unique 

A sold-out crowd of 700 delegates from over 25 countries and 350 organisations and companies attended the 
first edition of  THE SPOT. Visitors included over 100 employees from International Sport Federations and the 
International Olympic Committee, more than 45 start-ups and over 50 international speakers. 
The Market Place and Demo Zone featured over 40 start-ups and 15 corporate stands. 

sport ecosystem in the region, many delegates will 
come from Switzerland, but the event will also feature 
a significant number of international innovation gurus, 
who will provide a wide-ranging and global perspective 
to the event. ThinkSport will be able to facilitate media 
interviews with organisers, speakers and delegates. 
However, the Delegate App, which allows all participants 
to pre-schedule meetings with other creative minds and 
provides lots of useful information about the event, is 
also available to media. 

https://www.thinksport.org/
https://thespot.ch/delegate-app/
https://thespot.ch/join-in/
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About ThinkSport

About the New Sport 
Innovation Hub

ThinkSport  is a unique B2B network based in Lausanne 
(Switzerland) that brings together the different sectors 
of sport: international sport organisations, academic 
institutes and businesses. Its aim is to facilitate new 
partnerships, knowledge sharing, creative thinking and 
innovative projects, and in doing so, drive progress in 
sport and physical activity. 

The name ThinkSport aligns with the colloquial ‚think-
tank’, and reflects the spirit of this network, highlighting 

A new Sport Innovation Hub was announced at THE SPOT 
last year, initiated jointly by the Canton of Vaud, the City of 
Lausanne, ThinkSport, the University of Lausanne (UNIL) 
and the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne 
(EPFL), in connection with the Smart Move academic 
network.  The aim of this new Hub is to complement 
THE SPOT by offering a permanent, strong platform for 
sport and innovation in Lausanne.

‘sport’ as the key building block of collaboration – the tie 
that brings all of the different sectors together.

Since 2018, THE SPOT is ThinkSport’s own flagship event. 
Together with several partners, ThinkSport is also one of 
the drivers behind a new Sport Innovation Hub, being 
currently set up in the Lausanne region in order to nurture 
the sport ecosystem with fresh inputs and solutions on 
a permanent basis.

During the last months, the Sport Innovation Hub was 
soft-launched by initiating original programmes with 
start-ups, including the UEFA Start-Up Challenge. The 
new building “Synathlon” on the campus of the Lausanne 
University, in the heart of Lausanne’s rich ecosystem, has 
served as location for these activities. Building this new 
Hub remains work in progress, but the project has been 
very well received and a number of official supporters 
from the business world will be announced at THE SPOT. 

https://www.thinksport.org/
http://www.thinksport.org/
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/uefa-start-up-challenge-off-to-a-successful-debut-8412
https://www.thinksport.org/en/latest-news-and-views/get-to-know-smart-move-at-the-spot-7292
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Unique Sport Ecosystem 
in the Region

Switzerland – Number 1 
in Innovation

Since Baron Pierre de Coubertin, in 1915, chose Lausanne 
as the base for the headquarters of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC), over fifty international sports 
federations and related organisations have also decided 
to make the city their home.  A considerable number of 
academic institutions, corporations, associations, Fortune 
500 companies and individuals now thrive in the area, 
many with a shared connection to, or interest in, sport. 

The idea of ThinkSport was born when its founders - 
the City of Lausanne, the Canton of Vaud, the Swiss 
Confederation and the IOC - looked at this unique 

Switzerland offers a great environment for innovative minds, which is also leveraged by sport stakeholders. 
The Global Innovation Index 2018, published by Cornell University, business school INSEAD and the World Intellectual 
Property Organisation (WIPO), ranked Switzerland the most innovative country for the eighth consecutive year. 

Moreover, Switzerland has always scored very high on the World Economic Forum’s Global Competitiveness Report.

concentration of different organisations, companies and 
individuals in the region linked to sport in one way or 
the other. They recognised the opportunity to support 
and further develop the international sport movement 
by creating a centre of excellence. Many key players of 
this unique sport ecosystem will be joining THE SPOT.

For good reasons Lausanne is referred to as “Olympic 
Capital”.

https://www.thinksport.org/
https://www.globalinnovationindex.org/Home
http://reports.weforum.org/global-competitiveness-report-2018/
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This is what people 
are saying about THE 
SPOT, sport, tech and 
innovation…

Anna Hellman, Director of ThinkSport:

“We are thankful we have been able to attract so many brilliant speakers and thinkers 
to THE SPOT. It’s a great mix. Hailing from all different sorts of sectors, from within 
our unique ecosystem in the region as well as from across the globe, they will all 
play an important part in making THE SPOT a special and unforgettable experience 
for everyone, which remains our ultimate goal.”

https://www.thinksport.org/
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https://www.thinksport.org/


Contact Us

ThinkSport

Bâtiment Synathlon
Quartier UNIL - Centre
CH-1015 Lausanne
+41 21 692 63 77
Info@ThinkSport.org

Anna Hellman – Director
anna.hellman@thinksport.org

Kevin Gabrielli – Event Organisation
kevin.gabrielli@thinksport.org
+41 79 576 26 59

Stephane Mottaz – Marketing & Partnerships
stephane.mottaz@thinksport.org

mailto:stephane.mottaz@thinksport.org
mailto:kevin.gabrielli@thinksport.org
mailto:Anna.Hellman@ThinkSport.org
mailto:info@thinksport.org
https://www.thinksport.org/
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